Procoagulant proteins from snake venoms.
Several procoagulant proteins from snake venoms have been isolated and characterized. They are either serine proteinases or metalloproteinases, which activate specific zymogens of coagulation factors and initiate the coagulation cascade. These procoagulant proteins are useful in treating various thrombotic and hemostatic conditions and contribute to our understanding of molecular details in the activation of specific coagulation factors. Recent studies have shown that the prothrombin activators with serine proteinase activity are structurally and functionally similar to mammalian coagulation factors. Their structural studies should provide us insight into prothrombinase complex formation. Here, we present an overview of snake venom procoagulant factors.